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Not everyone agrees.

“It would be more appropriate -

for Rice to be presented with
an orange jumpsuit at the Inter-

Women for Peace. “There are
many deserving women Augusta
National could have selected for
membership without the crimi-
nal past of Condoleezza Rice.”

Stallard was referring to, Rlcest";

role in the 2003 U.S. invasion of
Iraqr  ~

In the build-up forthe invasion,
Rice said in 2002, “We don’t
want the smoking gun to be a
mushreom cloud.”

. The same threat of a nuclear .

weapon was repeated by Vice
President Dick Cheney and Sec-
retary of Defense Donald Rums-
feld to scare the American peo-
ple. Cheney warned that Saddam
Hussein would have a nuclear.
weapon “fairly soon” Rumsfeld
added. that the Iraqgi president
ds-trying to acquire t the pieces
for the nuclear weapon”
In 20@3 after the invasion, Na-.
tional Security Advisor Rice said,
“Let us be very clear about why
we went to war against Saddam
Hussein. [His] regime posed a
threat to the security of the Unit-
ed States and the world. This was
a regime that had pursued, bad
used, and possessed weapons of
mass destruction” When ques-
tioned she continued, maintain-
ing that “[Saddam’s] regime was
a threat, that it ‘was pursuing a
nuclear weapon.”
In 1950, the Nuremberg Tribu-

“aggression or a war in violation
of international treaties, agree-
ments or assurances,” OF CONSpir-
ing to accomplish any of these.
Iraq never was a threat to at-
tack the United States. Esti-
mates of Iraqi deaths from the
U.S. inyasion:top one million;
the toll in human suffering, tor-
ture, human rights abuses and -
loss of property are. incalcula-
eoples lives were

Yet-rio official in the previous
administration has been held

~accotintable for misleading the

American people into the Itaq
‘War, which was based on non-ex-
istent weapons of mass destruc-
tion and-the threat of a nuclear
attack. Tolerating the mistakes of
the past invites more of the same.

Despite President Obama’s
promised “change,” his Secre-
‘tary of State, Hillary Clinton, the
successor to Rice, has the same
bellicose tone. Clinton, who ad-
vocates. overthrowing the Syrian
government, has said, “We will
use all. elements of American
power to prevent Iran from ob-
taining anuclearweapon”

As Condi Rice prepares to play
golf at Augusta, our leaders con-
tinue to call for regime change,
sanctions and no-fly zones. War
can have unintended conse-
quences. Innocent people are
slaughtered.

Syria and Iran do not have
nukes. But their allies, Russja and
China, do. Is the American mili<
tary, which has been unable to
defeat the poorly armed Taliban
for 11 years or occupy Iraq, ready
for more powerful enemies?
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