PAGE 3

COMMENTARY AND OPINION ON HISTORY & POLITICS

Hugh’sNews

A proper memorial

his month at the Pentagon a
memorial will be dedicated
to the 184 victims who died
on Sept. 11, 2001. One of those
victims was my high school ROTC
instructor, Max Beilke. On March
29 1973 Max Beﬂke ‘was the “of-

g y struck the thorn-
} ing of Scpt 11 people wondered
. what had happened. Themames and
the number of victims would not be
known for weeks.

The following day The Washing-
ton Post described how American
Airlines Flight 77 approached the
Pentagon, “the unidentified pilot
executed a plvot so tlght t.hat it re-

rorist hijackess weré pub icized.
On Sept: 16, Hani Haﬁfﬁﬁr was
named & the. hijacker @d pilot

aboanf American Airhines Flight 77.

The Whshington Post said, “Federal-

~ records show fani-Hanjoot [sic]
obtained a commercial pilot’s k-
cense in Aprﬂ of 1999 wath.q rating
to fly commefcial jets?

When Hanjour’s niame appea.ted
in the press, Marcel-Bernard, the
chief ﬂlgbl’. instructor at the Freeway

- Adrport in MncheBhllé%&ﬁtacted

authorities and reported that Han-
jour had visited the airport.

Hanjour went into the air in a
Cessna 172 three times with in-
structors. in August 2001, a scant
month before the attack on .the
Pentagon, for a “check out” to’ !ent
an airplane. o

“Insurance requires that a petson
must be checked out before: they
can rent a plane at the airport, "Ber-
nard said. “Hanjour’s skills were so
poor we would not rent a plane to
him.”

The Prince Georges Journal [Sept.
18, 2001] reported that Hanjour did
not finish a flight school in Arizona
in 1996 “because instructors felt he
was not capable.” Bernard recalled
that Hanjour did have a commercial
pilot’s license that had been issued in
Arizona, but he was certain Hgt_wur
did not have what is called a *Fype
Rating,” which is necessary to ﬁy
comunercial jets.

Bernard said it is possible a pérson
with some flying experience, even a
poor pilot like Hanjour, could steer
a plane in the air and crash into a

But, he said, * [Ha.n_]our s] skills
were so poor he may have been
aiming for the White House when
he hit the Pentagon.”

Bernard said it was difficult to be-
lieve the Post’s report on the hijack-
er's maneuvers into the Pentagon.




